

















POSITIVE PLANNING The homeowners purchased two lots, and the architect took into account
existing views, the rugged, hillside landscape and the homeowners’ lifestyles when sketching the design,

home, he knows his client’s lifestyle—right down to the side of the
bed he gets up on—and the spaces have been designed with those
intimate details in mind. If you buy an existing house, you adjust
your actions to the home, but building your own home allows the
architect to mold it to your quirks.

In the beginning, you'll need to ask yourself what you really
require and how involved you want to be. While the levels of
homeowner involvernent run the gamut, even the most hands-off
custom homeowners will have a plethora of decisions to make. The
most basic of these involves time, effort and money. Exactly how
much of each of these are you willing to spend? Perhaps the biggest
disappointment of building custom is when you don't have the finan-
cial resources to get what you want, so it’s important to be upfront
with your architect and builder about how much you can afford,

It's also important to manage your expectations. A custom
home is a prototype, so when it's finished, you're living in the
prototype. As a result, problems and unexpected situations are
bound to arise, no matter how well you plan. If you foresee this, the
journey will be a lot smoother and, having gone through the
homebuilding process, you'll appreciate your one-of-a-kind home

that much more.

We've all heard the saying, “Tr takes a village to raise a child”
Building a custom home is something akin to that. It doesn’t take a
whole village, but it does require a host of experienced characters.
While you know you'll need someone to design, build and decorate
your custorn home, you may not know where to start. Not
surprisingly, there isn't a prescribed formula for hiring your team.
Ask architects, and they'll tell you to hire an architect first. Ask
builders, and they'll tell you the builder should be first. Ask interior
designers and, yes, they too will tell you to start with them. From
there, you may hire an automation consultant, lighting designer,
sound engineer, landscape architect, feng-shui consultant or
environmental advisor.

What's a homeowner to do? Architects can envision the spaces
within the home and see how to best use the site; builders are better
able to provide accurate cost estimates; and interior designers are
experienced in the design of architectural interiors and furnishings.
Architect Kristine Woolsey of Woolsey Studio suggests you start by
brainstorming a list of all the things you hope this house will be for
you. As you figure out your priorities, it should become clearer
whom to hire first. Whichever order you choose, iry to assemble
your whole team right from the start, so the professionals can bring
their unique talents to the table.

Why should a builder be involved during the design phase?
Architect John Chonka of TrueOrder Architects provides a scenario.
Say you have $1 million to spend on your home. The architect
knows what you want in your home and designs the plans accord-
ingly. He sends the plans out to bid, and the bids come back at $1.8
million—you probably aren’t going to be happy, because now you
have a design you love but can't afford. However, if you had a
builder and an architect working together from the beginning, you
would have gotten a more realistic picture of what you can get for
your money without as much drama.

Even if you want to have your home designed before you
commit to a builder, you might consider hiring a builder as a
consultant for an hourly fee during the design phase, and then you
can include him later as one of several bidders for the project. Doing
this has another advantage, Woolsey says, because you get to see if
you like working with him before you're committed. The same type
of agreement can be arranged with an architect. You can hire one on
an hourly basis to get through the initial phases, according to
Chonka, and then, if you're pleased with the work, you can enter
into a contract.

You may assume you don't need an interior designer until it’s
time for finishing touches, but you'll soon realize your folly. A good
interior designer can envision the interior spaces to sec things others
wouldn't—like how the furniture you want will fit within certain
rooms, the best locations for ontlets and how rooms can be shaped

ARIZONA FOOTHILLS CUSTOM HOMES 2002 53



